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Words of Welcome 
“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love  

the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our minds; and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves." (Matthew 22:37-40) 

 
We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and commitment to Jesus Christ.  
And even though you may not yet share that faith, love, and commitment, you are most welcome to 

be with us, to belong here,  to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you are attracted and persuaded 
by what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots here long-term.  And even if you 
don’t, you’ll always be a friend. The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you and 

thanks you for worshiping with us. 
 

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading aloud what is in bold italics. 

* - Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

What is a Tenebrae Service? 
 

A Tenebrae (Latin for shadows) Service is a prolonged meditation on Christ’s 

suffering. Scripture readings trace the story of Christ’s passion, music portrays 

his pathos, and the power of silence and darkness suggests the drama of this 

somber day. Traditionally, lights are extinguished after each reading.  

- Calvin Institute of Christian Worship 

 

About the meditations and music: 
 

The meditations included in this evening’s service are intended to be sung 

over and over again as mantra-like prayer. The congregation is encouraged to 

worshipfully participate in them by singing along or praying the words silently. 

 

A silent prayer to prepare your heart for this service: 
 

Holy and living God, help me set aside the busyness of my life, and fully enter 

this dark wilderness. Help me to focus on you and behold the good news in the 

readings, symbols, music, communion, and silence. Through them, reveal 

again your love and salvation, the hope for the whole world. Amen. 

 

PRELUDE  “Via Doloroso” 

 

THE CANDLES ARE LIT 

 

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS  
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* A CALL TO REMEMBER  Portions come the service and from John 3:16-17 

 

Tonight, we remember: 

​ Jesus was anointed. 

​ Jesus gave his last commandment: 

​ “Love one another as I have loved you.” 

​ Jesus was betrayed. 

​ Jesus prayed in anguish. 

​ Jesus was arrested. 

​ Jesus was put on trial. 

​ Jesus was forsaken by his friends. 

​ Jesus was tortured. 

​ Jesus was crucified. 

​ Jesus died. 

 

We remember, O Lord! 

That you were pierced for our transgressions. 

You suffered and died for our iniquities. 

 

And, we also remember: 

​ It is by this that you give us life  

and bring redemption to the whole world! 

 

For you told us, 

​ God so loved the world that he gave his only beloved Son, so 

that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have 

eternal life.  

 

And that God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, 

but that the world might be saved through him. 

 

So, let us hear this sacred story again. 
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MARK 14:1-9 – JESUS IS ANOINTED AT BETHANY 

 

MEDITATION – “Where The Word Is Ever Preached” 

 

 

THE ALABASTER JAR 

 

 

MARK 14:10-21 – JUDAS AGREES TO BETRAY JESUS 

 

MEDITATION – “The Son Of Man Will Go As It Is Written” 

 

 

THE MONEY BAG 
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JOHN 13:34-35 & LUKE 22:19-20 – THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

Tonight we will receive Communion by intinction (dipping the bread into the 

cup). The choir will partake first, then leaders will invite you forward. If you 

need to remain seated, simply wave to a leader and you will be served. 

 

MEDITATION – “I Will Lift Up” 
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MARK 14:26-31- JESUS GOES TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES 

 

MEDITATION – “My Lord, If We Must Die With You” 

 

THE SHEPHERD’S CROOK 

 

 

MARK 14:32-50 – JESUS PRAYS IN GETHSEMANE AND IS ARRESTED 

 

MEDITATION – “As He Prayed In Gethsemane” 

 

THE SWORD 
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MARK 14:53-65 – JESUS BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

 

MEDITATION – “We Heard Him Say” 

 

THE BLINDFOLD 

 

 

MARK 14:66-72 – PETER DENIES JESUS 

 

MEDITATION – “We Saw You Walking With Him” 

 

 

THE ROOSTER 
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MARK 15:1-20 – PILATE HANDS JESUS OVER TO BE CRUCIFIED 

 

Please speak the bold and italicized text aloud. 

 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and 

handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He 

answered, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 

Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they 

bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.  

 

They then went to the festival Pilate used to release a prisoner for the Jews, 

anyone for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with 

the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd 

came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he 

answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For 

he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him 

over.  

 

But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for 

them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do 

with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify 

him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all 

the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 

Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 

crucified.  

 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the 

governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they 

clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, 

they put it on him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  

 

They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to 

him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
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MEDITATION – “Crucify Him” 

 

THE CROWN OF THORNS 

 

 

MARK 15:21-32 – THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 

 

MEDITATION – “You, They Claim, Are God’s Messiah” 

 
 

THE SPIKES 
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MARK 15:33-39 – THE DEATH OF JESUS 

 

MEDITATION – “He Is Calling For Elijah” 

 

 

THE LENTEN CROSS & THE HELMET 

 

 

THE TOLLING OF THE 33 BELLS  

 

Each toll represents a year of Christ’s life. As the tolls resound,  

we remember our life is in Christ, and our old selves also die in Christ. 

 

ANTHEM  “Were You There?” (solo) 

 

After the anthem, please leave the sanctuary in silence. 
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Minister of Word and Sacrament: 

Rev. Trey Tirpak 

 

Elder: 

Melody York 

 

Deacon: 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

Liturgist: 

Vicki Lane 

 

Acolytes: 

Oscar Colbert 

Finn Pickett 

 

Director of Music Ministries: 

Benjamin April 

 

Vocalists:  

Marissa Lombardo 

Sue Bredice 

Tina Botinni 

Michele Braungard 

Maggie George 

Kevin Ingalls 

Marv Helf 

 

 

Sound and Lighting Technician: 

John Lombardo 

 

Video Technician: 

Cameron Kaercher 

 

Welcome Host: 

Lori Coté 

 

Props: 

Sandra Cornwell 
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Copyright Licenses 

 

Copyright info for Responses 1-10: 
Words: Bruce Cornwell 
Music: Benjamin April 

© 2023 Benjamin April & Bruce Cornwell,  
All Rights Reserved 

 

Via Dolorosa 
Words & Music: Billy Sprague & Niles Borop  

© 1983 and this arr. © 1985 Meadowgreen Music 
Company/Word Music 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

 

 

ZOOM 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

 

 

 

Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via Zeffy (link 

or QR code found below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct 

bank payment or by placing them in the offering box. 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 
 

 
 

Offerings/Pledges 
 

Click on Link: 
Offerings/Pledges 

 

Mission of the Month 
 

Click on Link: 
Mission of the Month 
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Puzzle Capital Campaign 

These gifts help pay the church’s debt 

incurred from the roof repair. Each puzzle 

piece is a $50 donation  

Click on Link:  
Puzzle Capital Campaign 

 

General Giving  
 

A general catchment fund for things outside 

of the other funds, e.g., flowers for Christmas 

or Easter, donations in honor of someone, 

building/grounds initiatives, etc. 
  

Click on Link: 
 General Giving Fund 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

& 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com  
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COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

Rev. Trey Tirpak, Pastor 

treytirpak@crccpastor.org 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

CONSISTORY 

 

Elders: 

 

Karl Coté, VP 

Vicki Lane 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons: 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 
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The Community Reformed Church of Colonie is a 
Room for All (RfA) congregation.   Room for All 
congregations affirm and welcome lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning individuals, and their 
families into our lives and the full life of 
the church.   As an RfA congregation, we are 
committed to working with Reformed Church in  
America churches nationwide to reform denominational 
policies to allow full inclusion and to celebrate the 
diversity of all who worship our Lord.  Christ’s door 
remains open here and there is “room for all.” 
 

 

mailto:treytirpak@crccpastor.org
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:benapril27@gmail.com
mailto:crccsarah@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 
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A wheelchair is located in the entranceway of the church.  
 
A sign-up sheet for CD copies of this morning’s service is  
located on the back table. 
 
Large print bulletins are available on request. 
 
Our sanctuary is now equipped with a hearing assistance 
system.  Please ask the elder or deacon for a receiver. 
 

http://www.communityreformedchurch
http://facebook.com/coloniereformed
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