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Epiphany Sunday 

January 4, 2026 

10:00 AM 
 

Words of Welcome 
“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love  

the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our minds; and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves." (Matthew 22:37-40) 

 
We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and commitment to Jesus 
Christ.  And even though you may not yet share that faith, love, and commitment, you are 
most welcome to be with us, to belong here,  to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you 

are attracted and persuaded by what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots 
here long-term.  And even if you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.   

 
The Community Reformed Church of Colonie  

welcomes you and thanks you for worshiping with us. 
 

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading aloud what is in bold italics. 

* - Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

PRELUDE  “Rejoice, All You!” 
 

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

 

THE ELDER’S PRAYER – Karl 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

INTROIT  “Send Out Your Light” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

The Christ child is born!  

All you who would find him,  

prepare for a journey, as determined as the Magi.  

All you who would praise him,  

come with the faith to follow but a star.  

All you who would worship him,  

come with humility to the child  
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who shows forth the immeasurable riches of God.  
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* OPENING SONG  “We Three Kings of Orient Are” ​
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  John 1:6-9  

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “Lord, Be Glorified”  

 

In our lives, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In our lives, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In our homes, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In our homes, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In your church, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

In spite of God’s love for us and gift of love to us,  

we often act in destructive and hateful ways.  

we close our hearts to God and disobey God’s laws.  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

O God, our guide,  

who once used a star to lead people to Christ,  

we confess our poor sense of direction.  

We let ourselves become confused, easily distracted,  

and lose our way.  

We fail to follow the signs you provide.  

Forgive our waywardness, O God.  

Lead us to the Christ so that we may follow his way to you. Amen  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  1John 1:5,7 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “Lord Jesus Christ” (3 times) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let not my doubts and my darkness speak to me. 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let my heart always welcome your love. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Sarah 

 

DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD – Marv 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  “We Three Kings” 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

Guide us, O God,  

by your Word and Spirit,  

that in your light we may see light,  

in your truth find freedom,   

and in your will discover your peace,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen   
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Matthew 2:1-12 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the 

chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 

has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 

shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod 

secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 

bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
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When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 

went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON  "Guided by a Star” 

 

 

* SONG OF RESPONSE  “A Star Shone Bright”​ ​  
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* BENEDICTION 

 

* THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all  

Hold you in the palm of His hand.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 
 

Worship Leader 

Tina Bottini 

 

Elder of the Day 

Karl Coté 

 

Deacon of the Day 

Marv Helf 

 

Liturgist 

Vicki Lane 

 

Children’s Message 

Sarah Huiest 

 

 

Music Director 

Ben April 

 

Sound Technician 

Mike York 

 

Video Technician 

Cameron Kaercher 

 

Welcome Host 

Pam Fitzpatrick 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Maggie George 
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Copyright Licenses 

 

Rejoice, All You! 

Words: Nelson Koscheski, adapt. Caroline Cobb & 

Ryan Flanigan. © Common Hymnal Digital, Ryan 

Flanigan Music 

Music: Caroline Cobb & Ryan Flanigan © 2019 

Common Hymnal Publishing, Sing the Story Music 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

Send Out Your Light 

Words & Music: The Iona Community © 

1995 Wild Goose Resource Group; Iona 

Community, Scotland; Gia Publications 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

Lord Jesus Christ 

Text: Psalm 139; Taizé Community 

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–1994 

© 1998, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., 

agent 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

Lord, Be Glorified 

Contributors: Bob Kilpatrick 

Text: © 1978, Radiant Music 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

We Three Kings 

Music: John Henry Hopkins, Jr, arr. Patti Drennan © 

2012 Hope Publishing Company 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

A Star Shone Bright 

Words copyright © 2006 F. Richard Garland, harm. 

copyright © 2005 The United Methodist General 

Board of Discipleship; PO Box 340003; Nashville TN 

37203-0003. Telephone 877-899-2780, ext 7070. 

Used by Permission. 

 

The Irish Blessing 

Words: Traditional 

Music: Benjamin April© 2021 Benjamin April 

 

 

 

 

ZOOM 

 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 
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Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal 

(link or QR code found below or on our website), by mailed check, by 

direct bank payment or by placing them in the offering box. 

 

PayPal: 

 
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=YTAGDC7646FY2  

 

 
 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

 

January Special Offering Envelopes –  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

& 

Karen Reynolds 

kreynolds150@gmail.com 
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COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Trey Tirpak, Pastor 

treytirpak@crccpastor.org 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté, VP 

Vicki Lane 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 
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701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 
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The Community Reformed Church of Colonie is a 
Room for All (RfA) congregation.   Room for All 
congregations affirm and welcome lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning individuals, and their 
families into our lives and the full life of 
the church.   As an RfA congregation, we are 
committed to working with Reformed Church in  
America churches nationwide to reform denominational 
policies to allow full inclusion and to celebrate the 
diversity of all who worship our Lord.  Christ’s door 
remains open here and there is “room for all.” 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

A wheelchair is located in the entranceway of the church.  
 
A sign-up sheet for CD copies of this morning’s service is  
located on the back table. 
 
Large print bulletins are available on request. 
 
Our sanctuary is now equipped with a hearing assistance 
system.  Please ask the elder or deacon for a receiver. 
 

http://www.communityreformedchurch
http://facebook.com/coloniereformed
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