
 

    

Christ shows himself to Thomas, mosaic at the Washington National Cathedral 

 

The Third Sunday of Eastertide 

April 19, 2026 | 10:00 AM 
 

Words of Welcome 
“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love  

the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our minds;  
and to love our neighbors as ourselves." (Matthew 22:37-40) 

 
We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and commitment to Jesus Christ.  
And even though you may not yet share that faith, love, and commitment, you are most welcome to 

be with us, to belong here,  to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you are attracted and persuaded 
by what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots here long-term.  And even if you 

don’t, you’ll always be a friend.  We welcome and thank you for worshiping with us today! 
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Please join in the worship liturgy by reading aloud what is in bold italics. 

* - Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

For Contemplation: Scars of Life by Emily Long 

 

Scars of life cover us, invisible to one's eye 

gathering over a course of years continuing until we die 

each one a  reminder of hard times in our life 

pain and heartache piercing souls like a surgical knife 

 

these scars aren't taken lightly some even come with pride 

for battle wounds are common along life's bumpy ride 

each beginning a blank canvas waiting to be art 

each stroke a tiny footprint setting us apart 

 

never be ashamed nor attempt to hide the past 

buckle up, enjoy the ride, the wheels of life roll fast 

no one goes through life unscathed, no one escapes time 

life is not a flat road. many mountains we must climb 

 

from our beginning to our end we embrace each precious mile 

never hide from challenges, try to always smile 

all the little things we do will gather in the end 

so be unique, be yourself and let life be your friend 

 

PRELUDE  “He Leadeth Me” 

 

 

2 
 



 
THE COMMUNITY GATHERS  

 

THE ELDER’S PRAYER - Karl 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

EASTERTIDE INTROIT  “In Christ We Live” 

 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Based on “Thomas (who was called the Twin)” 

 

Come, you who are marked by the scars of life. 

We come, holding our open wounds. 

 

The risen Christ still bears the scars from his wounds. 

Proof of his suffering, but proof also of his victory. 

 

Though they scarred him, they did not defeat him. 

Though we get scarred, in Christ we will not be defeated. 

 

So come, and worship the God who knows the scars of life! 

We come to worship the risen Christ, who wears his scars like a 

crown of honor! 
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* OPENING SONG  “Crown Him with Many Crowns!” 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH  Selections from §21of The Belgic Confession. 

 

We believe that Jesus Christ is [our] high priest forever…For it is 

written that “the punishment that made us whole” was placed on 

the Son of God, and that “by his bruises we are healed.”  

 

He was “like a lamb that is led to the slaughter”;  

he was “numbered with the transgressors”,  

and condemned as a criminal by Pontius Pilate… 

 

Therefore, we rightly say with Paul: 

 

we know nothing “except Jesus Christ, and him crucified”;  

 

we “regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus our Lord”; 

 

we find all comforts in his wounds and have no need to seek 

or invent any other means to reconcile ourselves with God 

than this one and only sacrifice, once made, which renders 

believers perfect forever. 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “I Belong to You, O God” (3 times) 

 

I belong to you, O God, I belong to you. 

I belong to you, O God, I belong to you. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

God of mercy, we are shaped by what has hurt us. Yet we confess 

we often hide those wounds from you, and that only prolongs our 

suffering. Remind us that you show us your scars as a way to tell 

us you understand our pain. So, as we show you our wounds, 

send your Holy Spirit to heal and transform them into scars that 

can testify to your grace and living hope. Amen. 
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TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “Lord Jesus Christ” (3 times) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let not my doubts and my darkness speak to me. 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

 

SUMMARY OF GOD’S LAW 

 

PASSING CHRIST’S PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you! 

Please greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 

You’re encouraged to shake hands or give the 

Orthodox sign of Christ’s peace, greeting both 

those in-person and online. To make the sign,  

touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Sarah 

 

DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD – Marv 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory forever. Amen. 
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OFFERING & OFFERTORY  

 

You’re invited to participate in the mission of The Community Reformed 

Church of Colonie by giving through the offering plates as they come by, 

placing your gift in the box at the back, or using Zeffy on our website. 

 

* DOXOLOGY  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

Risen Christ, through your scars, open our eyes to your Word so 

we might believe the good news. Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON  John 20:19-31  

 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 

the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, 

he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 

to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 

finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have come to believe.” 

 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 

life in his name. 

 

This is the Gospel of The Lord. Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

SERMON  “Thomas (who was called the Twin)” 
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* SENDING SONG  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
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* CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

 

* THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all  

Hold you in the palm of His hand.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 
 

Worship Leader 

Rev. Trey Tirpak 

 

Elder of the Day 

Karl Coté 

 

Deacon of the Day 

Marv Helf 

 

Liturgist 

Ana Crosbourne 

 

Children’s Message 

Sarah Huiest 

 

Soloist 

Kevin Ingalls 

 

Sound Technician 

Mike York 

 

Video Technician 

Alex Huiest 

 

Welcome Host 

Pam Izzo 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Linda Murphy 
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Copyright Licenses 

 

He Leadeth Me 

Music: William B. Bradbury,  

arr. Heather Sorenson 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

In Christ We Live 

Words & Music: John Bell 

© 2011 WGRG The Iona Community, 

Scotland,  GIA Publications. 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

I Belong to You, O God 

Words & Music: Bruce Cornwell,  

harmonized by Benjamin April 

© 2023 Bruce Cornwell & Benjamin April 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ 

Text: Psalm 139; Taizé Community 

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–1994 

© 1998, Les Presses de Taizé,  

GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Text: Brian Wren © 1989 Hope 

Publishing Music: Ceistliche 

Kirchengesang, 1623, harm. Hal H. 

Hopson, © 1998 Hope Publishing 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

The Irish Blessing 

Words: Traditional 

Music: Benjamin April 

© 2021 Benjamin April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZOOM 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 
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Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via Zeffy 

(link or QR code found below or on our website), by mailed check, 

by direct bank payment or by placing them in the offering box. 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

 

 

April Special Offering Envelopes –  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zeffy - CRCC Giving Page 

One link for all your giving:  

Offerings, MOM, Puzzle Campaign and General Giving 
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https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/organizations/community-reformed-church-of-colonie


 
 

 

 

Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

& 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Trey Tirpak, Pastor 

treytirpak@crccpastor.org 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté, VP 

Vicki Lane 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 
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701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 
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The Community Reformed Church of Colonie is a 
Room for All (RfA) congregation.   Room for All 
congregations affirm and welcome lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, questioning individuals, and their 
families into our lives and the full life of 
the church.   As an RfA congregation, we are 
committed to working with Reformed Church in  
America churches nationwide to reform denominational 
policies to allow full inclusion and to celebrate the 
diversity of all who worship our Lord.  Christ’s door 
remains open here and there is “room for all.” 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

A wheelchair is located in the entranceway of the church.  
 
A sign-up sheet for CD copies of this morning’s service is  
located on the back table. 
 
Large print bulletins are available on request. 
 
Our sanctuary is now equipped with a hearing assistance 
system.  Please ask the elder or deacon for a receiver. 
 

http://www.communityreformedchurch
http://facebook.com/coloniereformed
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